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"Nisei" tells the story of secondgeneration Japanese World War II veterans through a ballet conceived by Hilo
born New Yorkbased choreographer Marla Hirokawa, who dedicated it to her late father, Lawrence Hirokawa, a
100th Battalion soldier and recipient of the Purple Heart and Bronze Star.
The ballet, presented by Hirokawa's New York dance company Covenant Dance Theatre with a dozen dancers
from Oahu's Ballet Hawaii, will be presented at the Kauai Community College Performing Arts Center Tuesday,
July 8 at 7 p.m.
Nisei was first based on the story of Lawrence Hirokawa, said Marla's sister Laurie Hamano, in a recent interview
at the Performing Arts Center. Hamano is serving as a production coordinator for Hawaii, where "Nisei" makes a
nineshow tour this month. Lawrence was drafted into the military and sent to Schofield Barracks for training.
Then, he was brought to Italy, where he lost his eye and had shrapnel wounds from a battle on Mt. Casino.
However, the story was missing something, Hamano remembered. Marla realized that friends in Brooklyn and
elsewhere in the East Coast had never known that Japanese both fought in World War II and were sent to
internment camps. About 120,000 JapaneseAmericans were "relocated" to camps in California, Arizona, Idaho,
Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Arkansas and Texas. The 100th Battalion became the most highlydecorated World
War II unit. More than 18,000 individual decorations were awarded.
The ballet opens with an old Nisei looking at a photo album with his granddaughter, as memories come to life.
The grandfather as a young man remembers the ways of his father and mother, a picture bride. When the nisei
gets drafted into the military, his mother tells him he must serve his duty to America, and to bring honor to his
family and country.
The ballet continues with the nisei's family hosting a party at their home. They hear the Day of Infamy speech
given by President Roosevelt after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, a turning point. Friends begin to shun the nisei
and his family; his mother and sister are sent to an internment camp. Although no one in the Hirokawa family was
sent to a camp, it was vital to the story. "This is The Japanese Story' all across the country, it's not one person's
story," Hamano said.
The nisei continues training for battle, with a broomstick because he "isn't trusted to carry a weapon," Hamano
said. After a war scene and the ABomb announcement, the show comes back to present day, with the nisei and
his granddaughter getting ready for a Veteran's Day parade. Toward the end of the show, veterans of the 100th
Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team will walk across the stage and be recognized. Hamano said that
because the 100th Battalion veterans are in their 80s and many have health problems, some have chosen to be
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recognized from their seats in the audience instead. But, she is still looking for veterans to participate, and bring
their families.

‘I’m leaving under protest’
Honu attacked at harbor

"If it has allowed even one person to start talking to their families and make that connection, there's a window of
opportunity that may not have been there," Hamano said.

Hanakapi‘ai, Haena plans to be discussed
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The Nisei Project also includes an artsineducation program, as each scene in the ballet can teach about
vocabulary, cultural appreciation, government and the military. For one example, communications during the
1940s was quite different than today, using telephones, radio, telegraphs and letters instead of cell phones, the
Internet and email.

‘Loop Road’

Nisei Project's opening night was Thursday at the Leeward Community College Theatre in Pearl City, with a
performance and reception. On Kauai there will be one public performance only, but Hirokawa has added two
performances for senior citizens and youth, to be held July 8 and 9 at the Performing Arts Center.
A short performance of "A New York Rhapsody," set to George Gershwin's "Rhapsody in Blue" will also be
featured. The theme of the dance is "a day in the life of a New Yorker."
Tickets are $25 for general admission; $20 for senior citizens 62 and older, military and veterans; and $15 for
children under 12. For information, please call the KCC Performing Arts Center during regular business hours at
2458270, call the Nisei Project at 18888115 or access their Web site at http://www.niseiproject.com.
© 2017 Thegardenisland.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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